Spontaneous dissection of the abdominal aorta.
Acute dissection of the aorta is a vascular surgical emergency. The majority of dissections originate in the thoracic aorta. Dissection originating in the infrarenal abdominal aorta is very rare and, given the vagueness of presenting symptoms of uncomplicated dissection, diagnosis is very difficult in the early stages. In the absence of a pulsatile abdominal mass, acute uncomplicated aortic dissection should be considered in the differential diagnosis of sudden onset of abdominal and back pain. We report a case of spontaneous infrarenal abdominal aortic dissection occurring in an ostensibly normal aorta, and discuss the diagnostic dilemma and subsequent management of the patient.